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Woodrow Wilson Assessment Guidelines 

 

Woodrow Wilson Mission Statement 

At the Woodrow Wilson Elementary School, we celebrate the diverse 

population that we serve.  Woodrow Wilson Elementary provides an 

environment that develops inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 

people who work to create a better peaceful world.   Woodrow Wilson is 

committed to providing high quality, challenging, international education 

that nurtures active, open-minded, reflective and balanced life-long 

learners.  These learners will respect themselves and others, empowering 

them to be empathetic, competent leaders in a diverse, global society.  

 

PYP Definition: 

Assessment is the gathering and analysis of information about student performance.  

It identifies what students know, understand, can do and feel at different stages in the 

learning process.  It is the means by which we analyze student learning and the 

effectiveness of our teaching and acts as a foundation on which to base our future 

planning and practice.  It is central to our goal of guiding a child form novice to 

expert, through the learning process.  (Primary Years Program Assessment Handbook, 

January 2000. © International Baccalaureate 

 

Philosophy 

In keeping with our school’s assessment principles, and the spirit of the IB Primary 

Years Program, assessment in the PYP is geared towards improving, rather than 

documenting student performance.  At Woodrow Wilson, the use of assessment to judge 

the effectiveness of both the teaching and learning process is essential.   It allows 

teachers and students to identify strengths and weaknesses and the effectiveness of the 

program.  The objectives and process of any assessment should be clearly defined to the 

students. 

 

Types of Assessment 
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Pre- Assessment- takes place at the beginning of instruction to find out what 

students already know in order to plan out the next stage of learning.   

Formative Assessment- is interwoven with the daily learning and provides both 

teachers and students with useful feedback on how well students are understanding and 

applying the new concepts, skills and knowledge. 

Summative assessment- takes place at the end of the teaching and learning 

process and gives the students opportunities to demonstrate what has been learned.  

Summative assessments may include a combination of the following: acquisition of data, 

synthesis of information, application of knowledge and processes.  These can address 

multiple learning styles which will meet the needs of all students. 

Student Self-assessment- is interwoven throughout the daily learning to engage 

the students in reflection and assessment of their own learning.  The students are given 

adequate time to reflect their progress in all subject areas, including the attributes 

expressed in the learner profile. 

The Exhibition takes place at the end of Grade 5 and requires students to 

demonstrate their learning throughout the primary year’s program.  They will show how 

they apply their knowledge to an unfamiliar situation.  The exhibition provides a 

summative assessment of student learning throughout the program.  (Note:  This phase 

has not begun and will be phased in as teachers and students grow their learning in the 

PYP program) 

Portfolios 
“A portfolio is a record of students’ involvement in learning which is designed to 
demonstrate success, growth, high-order thinking, creativity, assessment strategies and 
reflection.  A portfolio is a celebration of an active mind at work.” Making the PYP 
Happen, IBO 2007 
 

(Note: Portfolios are not slated to be implemented during this phase of our PYP 
program development.) 
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Assessment Procedures 

Internal Assessments at Woodrow Wilson 

Oral Language Assessment:  Oral interview in Portuguese for Grades 1 and 2.  This 

interview is being given by the World Language Teacher and it is being assessed with a 

criterion referenced assessment rubric.  The results are being shared with students, 

teachers, and parents. Beginning in the 2015 school year students in Grades 3 will also 

receive the same assessment and results will be shared with students, teachers, and 

parents.  (Depending on the schedule of the world language teacher, students in grades 

4 and 5 may also begin receiving Portuguese language instruction in the 2015 school 

year.  This is dependent on funding as well scheduling.) 

Phonemic Awareness:  Grades K and 1- Marie Clay’s- Hearing Sounds in Words, 

Grades 1-5 Words their Way and Letter ID 

Reading Assessment: The DRA-2 (Developmental Reading Assessment) - Grades 

1-5, Kindergarten implements the DRA-2 in May and June 

Writing Assessment:  Writing is being assessed as part of the trans-disciplinary 

units written in grades K-5.  The writing assessments are being assessed with the Lucy 

Calkins Writing Rubrics as well as District Developed rubrics for each grade level.  The 

results are being shared with students and parents. 

Math Assessment:  Math is being assessed by Think Math Unit Assessments and 

Engage NY Unit Assessments. 

ELL Assessment:  The English Language Learners in the school are assessed by 

the English Language Development teachers using the Avenues Program.  This is a 

district wide assessment that is used. 

External Assessments at Woodrow Wilson 

The Woodrow Wilson Elementary School is part of the Framingham Public School 

District.  As an elementary school which is part of a large district (8 other elementary 

schools) we are required to implement district and state wide assessments.  These 

assessments include the current MCAS (Massachusetts Comprehension Assessment 

System), the ACCESS (Accessing Comprehension and Communication in English State 

to State), and the MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) test and are piloting the 

PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers).  It should 

be noted that these tests are used as a means of driving the teaching and learning 

process through the Trans-disciplinary units that are taught throughout the year. 
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Assessment Strategies 

It is important at the Primary School, where students have contact with a variety of 

teachers, that all teachers be involved in using a variety of assessment strategies. 

Observations 

 Informal observations are made often and at varying intervals 

 Are made of individuals, groups and whole class 

 Are made in different contexts to increase validity 

Performance Assessments 

 Are goal directed tasks with established criteria and often opportunities for 

problem solving 

 Use multiple skills 

 Have more than one correct response 

Selected Responses 

Closed 

 Are used to determine how much a student knows or can perform certain 

skills (such as tests, quizzes, dictations etc.) 

Open 

 Are used to stimulate an original response by students and to demonstrate 

further learning 

Assessment Tools 

 Rubrics 

 The descriptors tell the student and the assessor what characteristics or 

signs to look for in the work and then how to rate that work on a 

predetermined scale 

Checklists 

 A list of criteria against which a student is assessed (e.g. information, data, 

attributes, or elements that should be present) 

Anecdotal Records 

 These are brief written notes based on observations of students 
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Reporting 

Reporting is a way of giving feedback from the assessment process.  This describes the 

progress of the student’s learning and identifies areas of growth.  At Wilson we use a 

district wide rubric using a number system on the report card.  The report card has an  

area for teacher comments.  This section will include how the students are doing with 

regard to the Learner Profile and IB Attitudes.   

 

Teacher-Student Conferences 

These Conferences are usually informal.  They are incorporated into the regular 

classroom routines are meant to provide the students with feedback on their progress.  

These conferences allow students to reflect on their own work and to learn from their 

reflections and discussion with the teacher. 

 

Scheduled Teacher-Parent Conference 

This conference is a formal conference between any member of the primary team of 

teachers who work with the student and the parent and/or guardian.  This conference is 

to provide feedback about the child’s progress and needs.  Teachers take this 

opportunity to answer parent questions and to address their concerns and to help define 

the role of the parent in the learning process.  Parent conferences begin in October and 

again in March.  Parents are able to request a conference at any other time as needed. 

The Written Report 

In Primary School, two written report cards are sent out each year (January and June).  

These reports provide information to the parents on the student’s progress.  Each report 

card is written in the child’s native language.  Information is provided by all the teachers 

that work with the student.   


